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LIMITED OFFICIAL USE PRAGUE 0152 

E.O. 11652: NA 

TAGS: PEPR, PINT, CGEN, SHUM, CZ 

SUBJECT: POSSIBLE BLANKET PARDON FOR SOME CZECHOSLOVAK EMIGRES 

1. CANADIAN CONOFE REPORTED TO EMBASSY JANUARY 18 COMMENTS MADE 
TO HIM BY THE CONSULAR DIVISION CHIEF OF THE MINISTRY OF FOREIGN 
AFEAIRS (HOUZVICKA) CONCERNING A POSSIBLE BLANKET PARDON EOR 
CERTAIN CZECHOSLOVAK EMIGRES. DURING A ROUTINE CALL, HOUZVICKA 
ADVISED THAT THOSE CZECHOSLOVAK CITIZENS RESIDENT IN CANADA WHO 
HAVE BEEN CHARGED WITH THE "CRIME" OF "ILLEGAL EMIGRATION", 

AND WHO CONSEQUENTLY MUST SEEK A PRESIDENTIAL PARDON, SHOULD MAKE 
AN EFFORT TO OBTAIN SUCH A PARDON BEFORE FEBRUARY 25. 

2. HOUZVICKA, REFUSING TO STATE WITH CERTAINTY THAT THE CZECHOSLOVAK 
GOVERNMENT IS CONTEMPLATING ANY ACTION WHATEVER, STRESSED THAT 
THE PROCESSING BY PRESIDENT HUSAK'S OEFICE OE PARDON REQUESTS 

(HE MUST SIGN OFF ON THEM PERSONALLY) IS OCCASIONING A BUREAUCRATIC 
OVERLOAD. HE NOTED, AS HE HAD ON A PREVIOUS OCCASION, THAT THE 
GOC WOULD MAKE AN ANNOUNCEMENT CONCERNING "ILLEGAL EXILES" ON ONE OF 
ITS 1978 ANNIVERSARIES. IN THIS CONNECTION, HOUZVICKA ADVISED THAT 
PERSONS WISHING TO OBTAIN A PARDON SHOULD SEE TO IT THAT THEIR 
LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 

LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 

PAGE 02 PRAGUE 00152 200804Z 

NOTARIZED REQUESTS REACH PRAGUE BY EEBRUARY 25, THE 30TH 
ANNIVERSARY OF THE COMMUNISTS' ACCESSION TO POWER. HE ADVISED THAT 
APPLICANTS MAIL THESE PETITIONS DIRECTLY TO THE PRESIDENT'S OFEICE. 

3. COMMENT: ALTHOUGH HOUZVICKA REFUSED TO BE PINNED DOWN, IT WOULD 
APPEAR THAT SOMETHING IS PLANNED FOR FEBRUARY 25, POSSIBLY A BLANKET 
PARDON OF ALL THOSE EMIGRES WHO HAVE BY THAT DATE MADE FORMAL 
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APPLICATION. IF SO, THE PARTY-STATE LEADERSHIP IS DOUBTLESS 
MOTIVATED IN LARGE PART BY DESIRE TO IMPROVE ITS IMAGE DOMESTICALLY 
ON THE 30TH ANNIVERSARY AS WELL AS INTERNATIONA! .1 .Y-F.SPECIAI .1 ,Y AT 
THE BELGRADE TALKS, WHERE GOC REPRESSION OE HUMAN RIGHTS ACTIVISTS 
HAS BEEN SO STRONGLY CONDEMNED. SUCH A DEVELOPMENT WILL NOT 
MEAN BLANKET "NORMALIZATION" EOR SUCH PERSONS BUT RATHER ONLY 
THE REMOVAL OE ONE OE THE STEPS IN THAT PROCESS. IT WOULD HAVE 
SIGNIEICANCE EOR EMIGRES IN THE UNITED STATES ONLY IN THOSE CASES 
IN WHICH THE EMIGRES HAVE NOT YET BECOME CITIZENS, HAVE BEEN PROSECUTED 

IN ABSENTIA FOR THEIR EMIGRATION, AND ARE SEEKING TO AVAIL THEMSELVES 
OE THE "NORMALIZATION" PROGRAM. IP ANY SUCH CASE COMES TO THE 
DEPARTMENT'S ATTENTION, IT MAY WISH TO ADVISE THE PERSONS CONCERNED 
TO SEEK A PARDON AS SOON AS POSSIBLE. EMBASSY WILL SEEK PURTHER 
DETAILS AND REPORT THEM PROMPTLY. 

DECONTROL ALTER POUR YEARS PROM ORIGINATING DATE. 

BYRNE 
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